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WAR AND THE SABBATH. 

Everybody ought by this lime to know that war does and must trample 
the Sabbath in the dust. We have already chronicled some instances of 
its habitual, reckless desecrations of this sacred day during the whole 
course of our late war in Mexico. Nearly all its important battles were 
fought on the Sabbath ; and we know that its ordinary duties, and labors, 
and parades were performed on this just as on other days of the week. 
The American Star of Feb. 13, 1848, says that a brigade under Gen. Crush- 
ing was reviewed by him on Sunday preceding, and adds, that the men 
never acquitted themselves so well. The fact is stated as an ordinary oc- 
currence; and, from the nature of the case, we know that such must have 
been the common practice of our troops during the war. Here was a gen- 
eral, trained in the bosom of a puritan community, calling out his troops 
regularly for their ordinary, perhaps special drills on the Sabbath. 

Nor is this the worst of it ; for these warriors, officers as well as men, 
bring back with them their Sabbath-breaking habits. Take the following 
specimen from the New Orleans Delta, Dec. 7th, 1847: 

" The Missouri left our wharf on Sunday, at 9 A. M., with General Tay- 
lor and staff on board, accompanied by many friends and a crowd of passen- 
gers. On her way up the stream, cannon were fired all along the coast, and 
from many of the cupolas of the elegant villas, the stars and stripes waved 
a cheering welcome to the veteran. Even the negroes seemed to catch 
the general enthusiasm, and might be seen collected in dark groups on 
the banks, singing out their merry song of rejoicing on the return of ' old 
Massa Rough and Ready.' 

At half-past 4 P. M. the Missouri came within sight of Donaldsville. 
As soon as the boat was made fast, the Mayor of the town, accompanied 
by the Lieutenant-Governor of the State, came on board to greet and wel- 
come the General. The Mayor delivered a very neat and appropriate 
welcome address, to which the General responded in a few brief and fer- 
vent words. A procession was then formed ; but like the procession in our 
own city on Friday last, it was very difficult to preserve its regularity, as 
every one seemed anxious to be ahead, in order to catch a glimpse of him 
who was the 'cynosure of all eyes — the observed of all observers.' 

On arriving at the house of Judge Nichols, the General entered the 
parlor to be introduced to the brilliant array of beauty which had been 
assembled to greet him. As the old hero came into the room, there 
was a general rush, or, as an old campaigner styled it, a regular stampede, 
towards him, to get hold of his hand, or to snatch the long-to-be-remem- 
bered kiss from his weather-beaten cheeks. Having passed the severe 
ordeal, and made his obeisance in the most touching and memorable form 
to all the ladies present, both young and old, the General was escorted by 
the military to the ball room, where a splendid collation had been pre- 
pared. Towards dark, after much hilarity and many toasts and speeches, the 
procession was re-formed and marched back to the boat, upon which the 
General entered, and bidding adieu to the crowd, the Missouri resumed her 
upward course." 

All this needs no comment. It reveals at a glance the wide, resistless 
sweep of Sabbath desecrations following in the wake of war. We charge 
the evil not so much upon General Taylor in particular, as upon the war 
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system, whose usages, and even rules had trained, if they did not compel, 
him to live for years in the habitual disregard and violation of the Sabbath. 
Such evils are inseparable from war; and, if we become a thoroughly 
warlike people, this day of God will ere long pass into general neglect, or 
become, as in nearly all war countries, a holiday of revelry, vice and 
crime. 

Take from. France a recent specimen, reported in one of our secular 
papers, of a grand popular glorification on the Sabbath. 

"The Parisians," says the writer, "endeavored to indemnify themselves 
for their recent commotions by a great ' Festival of Concord,' on Sunday, 
the 21st ult., a grand affair — grand as roaring artillery, clanging trumpets, 
rattling drums, waving banners, uniforms of all shapes and hues, glittering 
bayonets, gleaming swords, gorgeous cars, fine statues, a glorious sun, and 
an immense gathering of both sexes, all ages, all classes — grand as all this 
could make it. Among the most interesting portions of the procession 
were the Emancipated Blacks, the five hundred female choristers dressed 
in white, the veterans of the Empire, and the different trades, each with 
some specimen of their handicraft. The car of agriculture drawn by six 
cart horses, and surmounted by a large oak tree surrounded by farming 
implements, had a fine effect. Upwards of 60,000 men were under arms, 
including the most showy regiments of the line, while 8402 cannon shot 
were fired by the artillery during the ceremonies. And when night came, 
says an eye-witness, we had magnificent illuminations, which dimmed the 
soft light of the moon, and the gay twinkle of the stars. We had, more- 
over, fireworks, which whizzed and fizzed, and sparkled and glittered right 
gloriously ; and we saw too the dismal old Bastile, in mimic pyrotechnic 
show, captured o'er again, and again destroyed. Altogether, the day's 
display was gorgeous." 



RESOLUTIONS ON PEACE. 

In one of our numbers sometime ago, we grouped together a variety of 
resolutions on peace by ecclesiastical bodies, indicating the general tone 
of the religious community. Those may have been thought quite suffi- 
cient ; but we now add a few more from widely distant sections of our 
country : — 

Marshall [Congregational) Association — at their meeting in Le Roy, 
Mich., Dec. 27, 1847, after hearing a statement from our Agent, Rev. H. 
B. Pierpont, adopted unanimously the following preamble and resolutions ; 
attested by the Scribe, Rev. L. Smith Hobart : — 

Whereas the gospel of Jesus Christ is a gospel of peace and good will 
to men, and its precepts are designed as the rule of action for all mankind 
under all circumstances and relations ; and whereas the scriptures enjoin 
upon all men the exercise of forbearance, and forbid all resort to violence 
and retaliation in case of personal differences; and whereas nations and 
civil rulers in the administration of human governments are in no degree 
exempt from the obligations imposed by the gospel upon individuals ; 
Therefore, resolved, 

J. That we regard the practice of war in any further form than in actual 
self-defence in case of aggression, and all formal declarations of war, as a 



